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Theological Background to the New Testament

A. Messianic Expectations (Tomasino, 288-305)

a. Introduction

· Judasims not Judaism – 


· One’s views concerning a messianic deliverer 





· Accommodation. 





· Passive Resistance. 

· Most Jews. 




· “So long as there’s food on the table and a roof over their heads, they usually accepted their lot in life. So Jewish peasants would grumble and mutter sources on the Roman officials. They might secretly cheer for the bandits who robbed the Romans and their collaborators. They might even cheat on their taxes. But for the most part, they weren’t about to get themselves in any real trouble with Rome. They would merely complain and comply” (Tomasino, 283).


· Active Resistance. 

· Didn’t want to wait for God to intervene


· Lestai.  

· Bandits. Sometimes just highway robbers, other times they were more violent. Others had a more political agenda. 



· cf. Barabbas (Matt 27:15-23; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:18-25; John 18:39-40). 


· Siccari

· Similar to the Zealots



· the name means “dagger men”




· mentioned in Acts 21:38 (τους τετρακισχιλιους ανδρας των σικαριων)



· Zealots
· formed in AD 6 from a man named Judas; Josephus labels this his “4th Philosophy” or sect.

· “zeal.” Phineas in Numb 25:6-13; Mattathias “zealous for the law” 1 Macc 2:24, 27

· zeal in Phil 3; Acts 21:20; 22:3 and Rom 10?


· like the Pharisees in belief





· The sect continued up until the Great Revolt of AD 66





b. Old Testament Expectations

A. Davidic
· 2 Sam 7; Isa 9:1-7; 11:1-10; Jer 23:5-6; Amos 9:11-12; Ezek 34; 37; Zech 9:10.



B. Heavenly?

· Dan 7


· Isa 9


C. Political/Military

· Ps 2

· Isa 9; 11.



c. Early Jewish Expectations

A. No Messiah

· “Pseudo-Philo” (1st century Palestinian Jewish work)

· Ben Sirach (or, “Ecclesiasticus,” part of the Apocrypha

· cf. Ezra/Neh, Malachi


B. Priestly Messiah

· sparked largely by the Hasmonean Dynasty


· images of messianic kingdom 1 Macc 14:12 (cf. 1 Kings 4; Mic 4:4; Zech 3:10)

· Test. Levi 18:5 refers to a coming priest, alluding to some Davidic Messianic prophecies (Isa 44:23; 11:9; cf. T. Levi 18:7 – Isa 11:2).





C. Davidic Messiah

· Pss. Sol. 17-18 (17:4-9 rejects the Hasmonean kings; they’re not Davidic!)




 (
“Military Davidic Messiah” in the Dead Sea Scrolls
And concerning that which He said to David: 
I will give you rest from all your enemies
 [
2 Samuel
 7.11b
], this means that He will give them rest from all the sons of Belial, who will seek to cause them to stumble that they may destroy them and swallow them up, just as they came with a plot of Belial to cause the sons of light to stumble and to devise wicked plots against them, delivering his soul to Belial in their wicked straying. 
And YHWH declares to you that He will build you a house; and I will 
raise
 up your seed after you, and I will establish his royal throne forever. I will be a father to him and he shall be 
My
 son.
 [
2 Samuel
 7.11c-14a
] This is 'the branch of David' who will stand with the interpreter of the Law, who will sit on the throne in Zion at the end of days; as it is written, 
I will raise up the tent of David which is fallen
 [
Amos
 9.11
]. This is the fallen tent of David who will stand to save Israel. [
.....
] 
Why do all the nations rage and the peoples imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against his Messiah.
 [
Psalm
 2.1-2
] The interpretation of the passage concerns the kings of the nations who will rage against the elected ones of Israel at the end of days. 
[4Q
Florilegium
 1.7-13, 18-19]
And 
he will destroy him and his army
. [...] And you will swallow up all the 
uncircumcised
, and you will [...] 
And
 they will be righteous, and he will ascend to the height [...] 
one anointed with the oil
 of the kingdom of the [...] 
[4Q458, fr.2, col.2]
)



















D. Two Messiahs

· Qumran

 (
The Messiahs of Aaron and Israel (Dead Sea Scrolls)
[...] 
during
 the time of ungodliness until the appearance of the Messiahs of Aaron and Israel [...] 
[
Damascus document
 12.23-13.1]
 This is the exact statement of the ordinances in which they walk until the Messiah of Aaron and Israel appears and expiates their iniquity. 
[
Damascus document
 14.18-19]
 Those who heed Him are the poor of the flock; they will be saved at the time of visitation. But others will be delivered up to the sword at the coming of the Messiah of Aaron and Israel. 
[
Damascus document
 19.9-11]
)












 (
Two Messiah’s at the Table with the Community (Dead Sea Scrolls)
This is the sitting of the men of renown called to the assembly for the council of the community when God will have begotten the 
Messiah
 among them. The 
Priest
 shall enter at the head of all the congregation of Israel, then are all the chiefs of the sons of Aaron, the priests, called to the assembly, men of renown. And they shall sit before him, each according to his rank. 
    Afterwards, 
the Messiah of Israel
 shall enter. The chiefs of the tribes of Israel shall sit before him, each according to his rank, according to their position in the camps and during their marches; then all the heads of family of the congregation, together with the wise men of the congregation, shall sit before them, each according to his rank. 
    And when they gather for
 the community table, or to drink wine
, and arrange the community table and mix the wine to drink, let no man stretch out his hand over the 
first-fruits
 of bread and wine before the 
Priest
. For it is he who shall bless the 
first-fruits
 of bread and wine, and shall first stretch out his hand over the bread. And afterwards, the 
Messiah of Israel
 shall stretch out his hands over the bread. And afterwards, all the congregation of the community shall bless, each according to his rank. 
[1Q28a 2.11-21]
)















E. Heavenly Messiah


 (
Heavenly Messiah in 1 Enoch
At that hour, that 
Son of Man
 was given a name, in the presence of the Lord of the Spirits, the Before Time; 
even before the creation of the sun and the moon, before the creation of the stars, he was given a name in the presence of the Lord of the Spirits.
 He will become a staff for the righteous ones in order that they may lean on him and not fall. 
He is the light of the gentiles
 and he will become the hope of those who are sick in their hearts. All those who dwell upon the earth 
shall fall and worship before him
. (
1 Enoch
 48.2-5)
…
and
 pain shall seize them when they see that 
Son of Man
 
sitting on the throne of his glory
…For the 
Son of Man 
was 
concealed from the beginning
, and the Most High One preserved him in the presence of his power; then he revealed him to the holy and elects ones. (
1 Enoch
 62.5-7)
)













· “These visions depict a figure whose significance goes far beyond the nationalistic visions of the Psalms of Solomon or the Dead Sea Scrolls. He’s truly a cosmic messiah, whose advent will bring about the consummation” (Tomasino, 296-97).





F. The New Testament


· How would you describe the NT view of the Messiah

· 


· 


· 


· 



· Jesus’ message: the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God

· Matt 4:17, 23; 5:1-12; 13; Mark 1:14-15

· Though not as expected! 

· Matt 5:5, 9, 38-43


· Matt 11:2-5


· Discouraged revolt (Matt 26:52-54)


· Pay your taxes (Matt 22:15-22)


· avoided the terms “Son of God” and “Messiah” 



· Even Revelation (political document) criticizes Rome, but still encourages peaceful endurance, not violent revolt. 





G. Summary


· Jesus fulfilled (and will fulfill) the OT Messianic expectations


· Many rejected him because of his acceptance of the Gentiles and marginalized



· Also because he didn’t fulfill their political/military expectations of the Messiah. 



· “they” (i.e. the Jews)??
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